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Crepidolithus thiersteini RoTH, 1973 
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Figs. 1, Sa-d, 6a-d - 1) Crepidolithus thiersteinii n. sp. (lower left-hand corner), distal view, Para type: USNM 
188124, Cribrosphaera ehrenbergi (upper right), distal view. Sample 167-45-6, 50 em. Scanning electron mi
crograph; x 5000. 5) Para type: USNM 188125, (a) phase contrast, (b) ordinary light, (c) long axis at 45° to 
crossed nicols, (d) long ax:s at 0° to crossed nicols. Sample 167-52, CC, Eiffellithus eximius Zone. Light 
micrograph; x 3000. 6) Holotype: USNM 188126, (a) ordinary light, (b) phase contrast, low focus, (c) phase 
contrast, high focus, (d) long axis 0° to crossed nicols. Sample 167-55-1, 93 em, Eiffellithus eximius Zone. 

Light micrograph; x 3000. 
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Description: 

Elliptic discolith with a rim consisting of about 40 steeply inclined laths and a rim cycle of 
about the same number of elements surrounding a central area composed of irregular inter
locking crystals. The diameter of the central area is roughly half of the total diameter of the 
discoliths. Under crossed nicols the central area displays an irregular pattern of dark and light 
crystals indicating random orientation. 

Dimensions: 10 !L· 

Remarks: 

This species is similar to Rhagodiscus asper (STRADNER) but it has a much wider margin with 
elements visible even in the light microscope and a coaser structure of the central area. 

Type level: 

Early to Middle Campanian. 

Occurrence : Turonian( ?)-Campanian-Maestrichtian. 

Type locality: 

DSDP Leg 17-167-55-1, 93 em; central Pacific basin. 

Depository: 

United States National Museum. 
Holotype: 6 (USNM 188126). 

Author: 

Roth P.H., 1973, p. 725; pl. 21, fig. 1; pl. 22, figs. Sa-d, 6a-d. 

Reference: 

Calcareous nannofossils-Leg 17, Deep Sea Drilling Project. Initial Reports of the Deep Sea 
Drilling Project, vol. 17, n° 23, pp. 695-795, 27 pis., 2 figs., 9 tabs. 
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